Honorary Degree and Awards Committee
September 21, 2009 Meeting

1. 
Approval of the Agenda – The agenda was approved.
2.
Faculty Senate Chairperson’s Remarks – Dr. Breslin
Dr. Breslin thanked the members for serving on this very important committee.  He spoke about Honorary Degrees and their importance and the need to get more faculty to nominate individuals for this degree.  This committee has done an outstanding job in the past and Dr. Breslin is thankful for their hard work.
3.
Topics for discussion and action
A.
Vote on Honorary Degree:  Prof. Susana Reperger  - After discussion, the committee voted against the nomination.  
B.
Election of Chair and Secretary:  Lew Davidson was voted to continue as chair of the committee.  Suzanne Koptur was voted as Vice Chair.  Damaris Rubio was asked to serve as Recording Secretary.

C.
Discussion on improving the awards process:
The committee discussed the problems with the voting procedure and the confusion that arose last year.  It was suggested that we draft official voting procedure guidelines for the committee.  Damaris Rubio was asked to contact the Foundation office for more information on its procedures and will make that available to the committee.  The committee will address this issue at its next meeting.
The issue of disclosing any relationship of the committee members with an applicant was discussed.  Professor Manuel Gomez volunteered to put some language together and present it to the committee at its next meeting.

The monetary amount and the quantity of awards given was also discussed.  The committee decided to study the relationship between the number of awards given to the number of applicants in the past few years.  This data will be gathered by the Faculty Senate office and presented at the next meeting.

D.
Set meeting dates and deadlines



The committee set the following meeting dates/deadlines for this academic year:

Late December
Send out Faculty Award notices

Early January

Send out Outstanding Faculty Award notices

February 26 

Faculty Award files due in to the Senate Office

March 8
Meet to distribute classroom teaching assignments

March 22
Classroom visits begin
March 22
Deadline to submit Outstanding Award files 

April 5


Classroom visits end 

APRIL 12

9:00 AM Meeting to select Faculty Award  winners
APRIL 16
9:00 AM Meeting to select Outstanding Faculty Award
4. 
Unfinished Business – There was no unfinished business
5.
New Business

A.
Approval of the Committee By-Laws – The By-Laws were not discussed at this meeting.  They will be placed on the agenda for next meeting of the committee which will be held on November 2, 2009 at 11AM.
