Faculty Senate Steering Committee 
Minutes for October 21, 2014 – 1:00 P.M.
GL 835 – Modesto A. Maidique Campus
HL 210 – Biscayne Bay Campus
Present: Nasar Ahmed, John Delzell, Jennifer Doherty-Restrepo, Delano Gray, Alan Gummerson, Cliff perry, Joerg Reinhold, Neil Reisner, Nancy Scanlon

Absent: Lauren Christos, John Clark, Osama Mohammed, Jan Osei Tutu, Amy Paul-Ward, Martha Pelaez, Kathleen Wilson

Guests: Juneisy Hawkins, Elizabeth Bejar

1.  Approval of the Agenda Moved and approved as amended 

2.  Approval of Steering Committee Minutes of September 30th, 2014 Moved and approved

3.  Chairperson’s Report 
· Special Senate Meeting regarding Miss Universe Pageant
· FIU logo has been removed from Miss Universe Pageant website
· Talked about protocol regarding faculty consultation regarding such events being held on campus

· Messaging promoting FIU during pageant will focus on women faculty, scientists, students

· Discussed 1st amendment issue related to screening potential renters of public space (i.e., arena)

· Pete Garcia discussed his understanding that legally he is unable to pick and choose who rents the arena; if it is available then he must make it available to those who are able to pay

· No motions at the meeting, only discussion
· Discussion:

· FIU should be concerned about protecting it’s “brand”.
· Pete Garcia was not entirely truthful regarding availability of arena because he moved a basketball game in order to make the arena available for the pageant.
· Protocol is unnecessary if FIU exercises “band protection” strategies.
· Neil discussed the difference between commercial speech vs free speech and regulation differs.
· Action item: Find the FIU policy on this, if one exists.
· Suggestion to talk with FIU Legal Counsel to better understand the 1st Amendment issue as well as issues surrounding rental of facilities, hosting or sponsoring events on campus; particularly when crafting a protocol.
· President and BOT are nervous about referendum (vote); therefore, in the best interest of the University to postpone pursuing this issue until after voting.
4.  Topics for discussion and action: 
A.  Nominations and Appointments

i. Ferdinand Gomez, COM, to Technology Committee Moved and approved
B. Change Steering Committee Meeting Date of 11/25 to 11/18 after Senate meeting. Hold special meeting of the Senate on 11/25 Moved and approved
· Discussion: 
· Provost’s Strategic Planning Committees to report on white papers at special full Senate meeting on 11/25. Steering Committee needs to set December meeting agenda; therefore, the Steering Committee will meet on 11/18 (following the full Senate meeting).

· Need to manage the meeting well because only have 90 minutes (1-2:30pm) for special full Senate meeting.

· Faculty senate may make a motion for recommendations based on information presented in the white papers for the Provost’s consideration.

· Want to facilitate faculty input on the strategic planning process.

· Action item: Request draft of white paper prior to committee presentation for faculty to review before the meeting.


C.  Agenda for the October 28th, 2014 Faculty Senate Meeting Moved and approved as amended
5.  Reports:

A. Provost’s Report – Elizabeth Bejar, VP for Academic Affairs
·  Town Hall Meeting on BBC today at 2:30pm
· Hoping for positive turnout

· Ebola
· Information session tomorrow, spearheaded by College of Medicine, to answer questions

· FIU has pandemic and epidemic response template (guidelines and protocols to mitigate issues)
· Bomb Threat
· Received threat on Sunday, October 19th for PC building. Building was evacuated and cleared.

· Discussion:
· Emergency alert system was not utilized with the bomb threat occurring on Sunday due to Campus Police being aware and having control of the situation; and limited impact to only those working after hours on the weekend.
· Buttock grabber has not been apprehended to date.

· Town Hall points of discussion include strategic plan, future vision, and expansion.

6.  Unfinished Business
7.  New Business 
· : Senator Ahmed suggested inviting a Parking & Transportation representative to the full Senate discuss issues related to students being late to class/exams.
· Agenda Bus issues and routes, skateboarding on campus
· SenatorSenator Gummerson suggested corresponding directly with Parking & Transportation and to allow administration to handle this. The Faculty Senate has a full agenda and more pressing issues to address.

· Senator Reinhold suggested that the Chair of Faculty Senate request information from Public Safety on what is being done regarding parking issues and safety issues (i.e., skateboarding) and then report back to the Steering Committee rather than having a discussion at the full Senate meeting.

· SSemnaSenator Doherty-Restrepo made the motion: The Steering Committee invites Shirlyon McWhorter to a Steering Committee meeting to discuss gender inequities, such as salary equity, within FIU.

· Moved and approved
Announcements

The next Faculty Senate meeting is on Tuesday, October 28h, 2014 at 1:00pm in the Wertheim Conservatory. 
All are invited.  The next meeting of the Steering Committee is on Tuesday, November 4th, 2014 at 1PM in GL 835.
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