 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Criteria For Selection Of Candidates For Honorary Degrees: 

The President and the faculty should strive to select persons for the award who meet at least one of the criteria listed below: 

· A substantial record of scholarship such as to have earned international or superior national recognition in the sciences, arts, humanities or social sciences.  

· A substantial record of achievement such as to have earned broad recognition at the national or international level as a major force for professional or societal advancement.  

· A substantial record of service at local, regional or state level in Florida so as to merit recognition for outstanding contributions to the well-being of the citizens of the State.  

· In the rare occasion when it is determined appropriate, a terminally-ill student in good standing (undergraduates generally must have achieved senior status) who is unable to complete the remaining requirements for their degree and who is recommended by their department and dean may be awarded an appropriate Honorary Degree with the concurrence of the Senate's Honorary Degrees and Awards Committee.  

               (Approved by the Honorary Degree & Awards Committee August 15, 2007)

Policies and Procedures: 

· The Honorary Degrees and Awards Committee believes that major emphasis in the process should be to enhance the academic vitality of this University.  

· The award must be conferred at an on-campus academic event.  The Honorary Degrees and Awards Committee specifically intends to separate the choice of a commencement speaker from the process of awarding the honorary degree and sees these decisions as separate events.  

· Persons who currently hold political office in the state of Florida, who are declared candidates for elected political office in Florida, or who currently hold faculty or administrative positions at Florida International University or in the State University System, are not eligible for an honorary degree conferred by Florida International University.  

· A nominee for an honorary degree must receive a majority affirmative vote of the HDAC Committee and the Faculty Senate in order to be placed in the President’s Pool of Honorary Degree Candidates.  Candidates voted into the pool remain there for two years.  They may remain in the pool for one additional two-year period by a request, in writing, from the original nominator.  

· In view of the location and the mission of the University, the Committee believes that particular attention must be given to recognition of members of ethnic groups and minorities who meet these criteria.  

(Approved, 2004)

